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rubbing their hands, chuckling with satisfaction, and con-
gratulating themselves on the fact that success had at
length crowned the efforts made to bring to book the au-
thor of the hundreds of anonymous letters that had been
circulated in the great world of Berlin during the two pre-
ceding years.
Gradually the circumstances which had led to the arrest
of Baron Kotze became public property, and people both
at home and abroad were made aware for the first time of
the existence of a scandal which for over four-and-twenty
months had set court and society by the ears, and which
had caused every man and woman to regard with suspicion
not merely their acquaintances, but even their most inti-
mate friends and nearest relatives. No one, with the ex-
ception of the emperor, the empress, and the widow of
Emperor Frederick, can be said to have been altogether
exempt from this reflection on their honor. For among
those who were at one time most strongly suspected of be-
ing the author of these letters were the eldest sister of the
kaiser, Princess Charlotte, and the only brother of the
empress, Duke Ernest-Gunther of Schleswig-Holstein.
Color was given to these suspicions by the fact that many
of the anonymous letters contained remarks and informa-
tion that manifestly emanated from the imperial family,
while some of the views expressed in the letters were known
not merely to have been shared, but even to have been
uttered in conversation by the prince and princess in ques-
tion. What gave still further weight to these suppositions
was the extraordinary fact that incidents which had oc-
curred within what may be described as the most intimate
circle of the court,—incidents, indeed, of which no one
could be aware, save royal personages themselves and those
few chosen friends and associates who were with them at

